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                24 March 2021 
 
                 
                Dear Convener 

 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee meeting – 25 February 2021 
 
Thank you for your letter of 17 March 2021 regarding the above meeting and the 
Committee’s discussion on data around the changes to The Prisons and Young Offenders 
Institutions (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Amendment Rules 2021. 
 
The wellbeing, safety and human rights of all those who live in our prisons has and will 
remain a priority for the Scottish Government and the prison service for the duration of this 
pandemic and beyond.  I have met with Scottish Human Rights Commission and HM Chief 
Inspector of Prisons to discuss these issues directly. 
 
It is important to again re-iterate that measures taken by Scottish Prison Service (SPS) to 
restrict the regime during the pandemic have been necessary, proportionate and aligned to 
public health advice in order to support the safe operation of prisons and to protect the 
health and wellbeing of those who live and work in them. 
 
The second wave of this pandemic and higher transmission rates of the new variant means 
the threat to the vulnerable operational environment of prison settings remains. I wrote to the 
Justice Committee on 18 February 2021 on the recent COVID-19 outbreaks we have seen in 
three establishments over recent weeks and Teresa Mudhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
SPS,  also provided the Justice Committee with a detailed operational update on these 
situations. These letters are available here: COVID-19 - Parliamentary Business :  Scottish 
Parliament 
  
While both myself and the SPS do not underestimate the impact continued restrictions have 
for those in SPS’s care, reducing the spread of the virus and the real threat it poses must 
remain the priority. Decisions, including extending the amendment to the The Prisons and 
Young Offenders Institutions (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Amendment Rules 2011, are never 
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taken lightly and we always strive to stike right balance between preventing the spread of the 
virus and maintaining our committement to upholding the fundamental human rights of those 
in SPS’s care during these unprecedented times. 
 
The Committee may be aware that the Scottish Human Rights Commission previously wrote 
to both myself and the SPS on this issue of accessing data to ensure prisoner’s fundamental 
human rights are uphelp and both myself and Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the SPS, responded fully to the issues they raised with us. In their letter of 18 November 
2020, the SPS provided the information they were able to and explained in full the reasoning 
behind other data not being available. 
 
Independent and robust scrutiny and monitoring of conditions and treatment in our prisons 
has been maintained by HM Chief Inspector of Prisons for Scotland during the pandemic 
through a remote monitoring framework and on-site liaison visits. This human rights 
principles and consistent with Council of Europe’s Committee for the Statement of Principles 
for COVID-19 in places of detention and WHO guidance on scrutiny. On-site inspection 
liaison visits were temporarily paused on 5 January 2021 due to current national restrictions 
but independent remote monitoring remained in place and a blended model that includes 
some on-site inspection liaison visits was adopted on 8 February 2021. 
 
I will continue to engage regularly with the Interim Chief Executive of the SPS on the 
operational response to the pandemic and will ensure that the availablity of data to enable 
the scrutiny as discussed in your letter continues to be considered. 
 

 
HUMZA YOUSAF  

 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
http://www.lobbying.scot/

